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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 13878 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, SREF, TH, VN 

SUBJECT: REPATRIATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: SAIGON 15785 

1. INTERVIEWS WITH THAI BUSINESSMAN SAMPHAO SIRISAMPHAN WERE THE 
SOURCE OF THE RECENT WEEKEND SPATE OF ARTICLES IN ALL THREE ENGLIS- 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS SUGGESTING THAT THE RTG AND THE DRV HAD COME 
TO SOME AGREEMENT OVER REPATRIATING THE MORE THAN 50,000 VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES IN THAILAND. ACCORDING TO DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PRAPHAT 
CHARUSATHIEN, THESE NEGOTIATIONS WERE INITIATED JUNE 10 WITH HIS 
ENCOURAGEMENT. DR. PRIDI PHANOMYONG, FORMER PRIME MINISTER NOW 

IN EXILE IN PARIS, WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ARRANGING THE MEETINGS BE- 
TWEEN DRV AMBASSADOR VO VAN SUNG AND SAMPHAO. PRAPHAT MAY NOT HAVE 
FAVORED PRIDI’S INTERMEDIARY SERVICES HAD HE KNOWN ABOUT THEM IN 
ADVANCE. 

2. SAMPHAO HAS A FINANCIAL INTEREST IN THE NEGOTIATIONS SINCE HE 
CLAIMS HE HAS BEEN PROMISED THE CONCESSION TO TRANSPORT THE VIET- 
NAMESE TO HANOI BY AIR, IF HE CAN BRING OFF AN AGREEMENT. 

3. DURING A SEPTEMBER 4 CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY POLITICAL OF- 
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MENT, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, SAID HE WAS PERPLEXED BY THE 
WHOLE ISSUE, AND HAD BEEN UNAWARE THAT THE RTG HAD OPENED OTHER 
NEGOTIATING CHANNELS. HE REMARKED THAT THE RTG, DEALING THROUGH 
THE THAI RED CROSS, RECENTLY SENT A QUERY TO THE DRV ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF RENEWING REPATRIATION. THE DRV RESPONDED THAT IT 
WAS "STUDYING" THE QUESTION. 

4. PRIME MINISTER THANOM KITTIKACHORN, DURING HIS SEPTEMBER 5 
PRESS BRIEFING, SAID THAT THE THAI AND NORTH VIETNAMESE RED CROSS 
SOCIETIES WOULD HANDLE ANY NEGOTIATIONS THAT MIGHT COME UP. 

5. UNCONFIRMED NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS SAY THAT THE DRV HAS RAISED 
TWO CONDITIONS WHICH MUST BE MET BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS CAN PROCEED. 
THEY ARE THAT: (1) THE RTG CEASE ITS COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED 
STATES IN COMMITTING "UNFRIENDLY ACTS "AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH- 
EAST ASIA; AND (2) PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE RTG AND DRV 
RED CROSS SOCIETIES BE OBSERVED. 

6. COMMENT: WE KNOW THE RTG WOULD LIKE TO RID ITSELF OF ITS 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEE PROBLEM. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ARE ANXIOUS TO TAKE THE REFUGEES OFF THAI HANDS, HOW- 
EVER. OUR GUESS IS THAT NOTHING WILL COME OF SAMPHAO'S INITIA- 
TIVES. 
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